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First Things First 

     *Pray that the Holy Spirit would open your hearts to allow God’s word to deeply impact your affections and 

        convictions.  

 

     *Read Mark 15:15-32 together.  

 

Taking Word to Heart and Life  

 

1. When you read and reflect on Mark 15:15-32, what do you think would have been the hardest 

aspect of suffering for Christ to bear? 

 

2. Think about the following list of reproaches heaped on Christ in the final hours of His life:  

Betrayed, abandoned, denied, tried unjustly, falsely accused, blasphemed, condemned, spit upon, 

beaten, slapped, lied about, handed over to ruthless men, traded for a murderer, stripped of all 

dignity, scourged, mocked, crucified, counted as a criminal, taunted with verbal abuse, insulted, hated, 

disregarded, rejected, tortured, ridiculed, humiliated, forsaken, brutally killed.  

 

Knowing that He was dying to bear the weight and condemnation of our sin, how do the reproaches 

He carried humble you? How do they provide hope?  

 

3. Mark 15:20 specifies that they led Jesus “out” of the city to crucify Him. Read Hebrews 13:11-13 

which makes a correlation between Jesus’ suffering outside the city gate and the remains of the sin 

offerings burned outside the city gate after the blood of the animals were shed on the day of 

atonement. Considering the admonition of Hebrews 13:3 in light of the reproach Jesus suffered in 

Mark 15, what kind of reproach might we need to suffer in being identified with Christ in our day?  

 

 

4. In what ways do you crave the world’s approval that could make it hard to bear the reproaches of 

Christ?  

 

 

5. How might we strengthen ourselves to bear the reproaches of Christ in the increasing pressure of 

future days? How might we guard ourselves from caving in to the pressure and approval of the 

world?  

 


